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Abstract 

Due to global changes, there is a sharp economic melt down that has made 
citizens of some countries in Africa live in abject poverty. The situation is 
biting hard on the citizens because the governments of such countries have not 
been able to create job opportunities for her citizens to alleviate their poverty. 
Consequent upon this, developments of such nations appear to be at snail 
speed if at all there is any. It is to this end that this paper is intended to x-ray 
how skills acquired through sculpture and ceramic Education can be used as 
a means of enhancing Vocational Education for Economic Development of 
African States. 
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      The present economic situation of Africa calls for urgent attention to 
ameliorate it. Consequent upon the high rate of poverty that is telling so-much on the 
people of Africa, very many people have gone into robbery, prostitution, child 
trafficking and drug trafficking to mention but a few in a quest for better living. 
 
      The economic melt down is biting hard on the people because of lack of job 
opportunities for very many graduates from the tertiary institutions across Africa unlike 
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in the past when graduates know their place of employment shortly before or after 
graduation. For instance, there are so many universities, polytechnics and colleges of 
education that are turning out graduates every year into the labour market but there are 
no corresponding ratio of job opportunities for such graduates. 
 
      It is for this echoeing reason that this paper is intended to showcase some 
vocational skills that can be acquired through sculpture and ceramics education to 
enhance vocational education for the improvement of the economy of African states. 
 
Context of Vocational Education 
      According to Wehman (2003), Vocational Education is an educational 
programme designed to develop the potentials of the individual to the fullest, regardless 
of his level of intelligence and age thereby making him more employable in the works 
of life. Emphasis is therefore on apprenticeship acquisition of Vocational skills and 
theoretical learning experiences that can better the life of an individual. In line with this 
statement, Lugard (2004) emphasized on the need for the use of vocational education to 
productive living by ensuring skills acquisition characterized by invitation, incidental 
participation, observation and personal initiative. This can be achieved through learning 
of some carefully selected learning experiences that can enhance acquisition of some 
relevant skills. Vocational education places more emphasis on practical than theory.  
 
Entrepreneurship Education 
      Education is an indispensable tool in the development of African states, It is 
seen as an instrument used for the acquisition of appropriate skills, ability and 
competence both mental and physical for individuals to live in and contribute to the 
development of the society and African states as a whole. 
 
      Akuegwu (2008), defined entrepreneurship education as a form of education 
that seeks to prepare people, especially youths, to be responsible and enterprising 
individuals who become entrepreneurs and entrepreneurial thinkers and who contribute 
to economic development and suitable communities. Added to this, Nwangu (2007) 
rightly noted that, entrepreneurship is the acquisition of skills, creating, confidence, 
drive and courage in order to create employment for self and others. 
 
      Based on the definitions given above, entrepreneurship education is geared 
towards enhancing individual’s knowledge, attitude as well as skills to acquire and 
manage the capital, land and labour to the fullest advantage in order to become self 
employed and employer of labour. This acquisition of competencies necessary for self-
reliance and reducing poverty is made possible through entrepreneurship education. 
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Sculpture and Ceramic Education 
      According to Lawal (2004), sculpture as an aspect of Fine Art and an area of 
specialization is primarily concerned with aesthetics, commercial and functional 
relevance. A sculptor works with some media like wood, clay, cement, bronze, plaster 
of Paris and metals to mention but a few, for the creation of physical elements. Some of 
the skills acquired through sculpture Education include: skills for producing banisters, 
metal doors, gates, water fountain, seats, human and animal forms etc. 
 
      Ceramics is an aspect of Applied Arts and it is an area of specialization geared 
towards serving industrial, commercial and utilitarian purposes. Peterson (1992), wrote 
that acquisition of ceramic skills has proffered long and lasting solutions to problems of 
groups who roamed across Eurasia between 30,000 to 35,000 years ago by enabling 
them to create many clay vessels to earn a living. Through ceramics education, the 
following skills are acquired: skills for producing jugs, cups, saucers, electrical fittings, 
pipes and tiles to mention but a few. 
 
Impact of Sculpture and Ceramics Education in African Economy 
      The down turn of African states economy as a result of global meltdown has 
aggravated the level of poverty and unemployment in some parts of African continent. 
The skills acquired through sculpture and ceramics education, if embraced, can be used 
to revive the poor economic situation of African states as sculptors and ceramists can 
be self employed, self reliant and employer of labour. Thus, the rate of unemployment 
will be reduced and in turn improve the standard of living. To corroborate this, Dike 
(2005), pointed out that the dearth of skilled, technical or Vocational manpower with 
adequate competencies have negative effects on the economy of African states. 
Utilization of skills acquired through sculpture and ceramics education will have the 
following impact on the economy of African states: 
 
Job Creation 
      Olaitan (1996) stated that, the dignity of labour which characterized traditional 
African education has given way to disdain for blue collar jobs and this development 
appears to be a major fall out of the British type of liberal education which Nigeria 
received as part of her colonial legacy. 
Ogunyemi (1997) rightly stated that, 
 

it must be realized that if we as a nation scorn excellence in plumbing because 
it is a humble activity and tolerate shoddiness in philosophy because it is an 
exaltation activity, we shall neither have good plumbing nor good philosophy 
and neither our pipes nor our theory holds water. 
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Fafunwa (1974) states that, the purpose of education in any society is to prepare the 
young ones for adult hood and providing them with the basic skills necessary for 
effective participation in the society which can earn them good livelihood. 
 
      A sculptor or a ceramist can be self employed and also be an employer of 
labour. At graduation, he can establish a studio where he produces his art works. For 
instance, as a sculptor, he can go into making of metal gates doors, seats and burglary 
proofs with high aesthetic quality. Because people build houses every day, need for 
such items listed above are on the increase. A sculptor can also cast banisters and 
ceilings with Plaster of Paris (P.O.P) which is also in vogue now as an integral part of 
modern architecture. Apart from this, he can also venture into making water fountain 
and modeling of forms either in human or animal while the Ceramist can go into mass 
production of flower vases, tiles, saucers and cups etc. with high sense of aesthetics. 
       

Consequent upon this, the economy of African states will be improved because 
the level of joblessness will be reduced. For if one Sculptor or a Ceramist employs 
minimum of two (2) job seekers, then ten (10) sculptors or ceramists would have 
employed twenty (20) job seekers. By this, money tends to circulate well. If not, 
government of that country will be over burdened because of the high rate of abject 
poverty. 
 
Import and Export of African States 
      There is every tendency for a nation whose exportation is higher than her 
importation to experience bumper harvest which is translated in terms of high GDP. In 
this case, the standard of living of that country will be above average. To this end, skills 
acquired through sculpture and ceramics education can enhance this. For instance, 
some African countries can put a stop to the importation of China tiles and also export 
locally made tiles within African states. This is possible for an obvious reason that 
Africa has large deposits of different types of clay in the land. All that is needed is the 
skill to harness it. Hence, tiles, cups, saucers etc can be mass produced for export. In 
addition to that, some electrical accessories like switches, fuse, sockets and conduit 
pipes can be cast or extruded and mass produced with clay for export instead of 
polymer since the land of Africa has a large deposit of clay.  In line with that statement, 
such ceramic products are more durable and can withstand excess heat that can melt 
polymer products. 
 
Reduction in Criminal Acts 
      The rate of poverty of a nation can heighten the level of criminality of a nation 
and consequently affect her economy. In some cases, unemployed youths are engaged 
in prostitution, robbery, vandalization of public utilities and loothing to mention but a 
few. This is usually in a bid to earn a living as a result of joblessness. A high recurrent 
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expenditure will amount to backwardness because more money is always needed to re-
fix initially completed projects that were vandalized by touts. But if the teaming youths 
are given sculpture and ceramic education, and there is no job opportunities from the 
government, they can establish small scale industries through which they can earn a 
living. It is often said that “An idle mind is the devil’s workshop’. 
 
Conclusion 
     African states are rich in natural resources that can make the continent become 
independent and economically buoyant. Without skilled manpower, it is impossible to 
tap the national resources to the advantage of the continent. Hence, an x-ray of the 
skills acquired through sculpture and ceramics education for the development of 
vocational education to enhance the economy of African states. It is crystal clear that if 
such potentials of sculptors and ceramists are harnessed, the economy of African states 
will be improved and it will in turn reduce the level of poverty drastically.  
 
Recommendations 
     For the development of the economy of African states, the following 
recommendations are made amongst others: 
1. The study of sculpture and ceramics should be introduced into the general school 

curriculum, particularly at the secondary and tertiary levels. 
2. Either sculpture or ceramics should be offered as an elective course in the first 

year in the university, colleges of education and polytechnics irrespective of the 
course such a student is studying. 

3. Moreso, fully equipped department of Fine and Applied Arts should be 
established where the teaching of sculpture and ceramics are done. 

4. The various governments of African states should encourage the study of 
sculpture and ceramics by granting scholarship to 80% of students studying for 
sculpture and ceramics education. 

5. The government of African states should give loans to graduates of sculpture and 
ceramics education to enable them set up small or large scale industries. 

6. Government should discourage importation and encourage exportation. 
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